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Mr Geoff Hewlett







28th August 2007 

Team Manager (Development Control)

The Planning Service

Brent House

Wembley

Middlesex

HA9 9HD

Dear Mr Hewlett,

PLANNING APPLICATION Ref: 07/2042

PROPOSAL TO ERECT A TERRACE OF 8 DWELLING HOUSES 

AT SCOUT HUT N/T KENTON GRANGE, KENTON ROAD, HARROW HA3 0XX

I am writing to you in my capacity as a Ward Councillor for Kenton East located on the border of Brent and Harrow. I have recently been contacted by the residents of my Ward as well as residents of other parts of Harrow and active members of the 8th Kenton Scouts Group who are all adversely affected by the planning application to develop the above site. In addition, my ward colleagues and I’ve also received a petition signed by some 78 residents from Harrow and Brent asking for our support to stop the ‘proposed demolition’ of the existing Scouts building on this site.

8th Kenton Scouts Group have been actively using the site for some 51 years during which the group has developed as a leading organisation serving diverse communities of both Boroughs by offering a range of services / uses. The Club’s partnership working is evident from its use by other groups such as the Kindergarten, Irish Dancing, Taekwon-Do, Dog Training and various other uses by BME Community Groups.

I have met the key active members, the Chair and other office- bearers of the 8th Kenton Scouts Group and given that the proposal puts at risk the very existence of this much valued group together with other groups I am deeply disappointed that there’s no attempts have been made by Brent Council to consult the group prior to submission of the planning application. This flies in the face of good practice, good governance and fundamental planning policies of Brent Council. I am also disappointed that the applicants or their agents were not advised by the Council to consult the Scouts Group at pre-application stage. 

Whilst there may be, and I suspect there are, other planning policy related issues concerning the application I would particularly like to focus upon the following key policy issues from Brent Council’s UDP Chapter 11 under the heading of Community Facilities:

I would like to draw your attention to Paragraph 11.2.2 of this chapter which acknowledges the Borough’s ‘diverse range of needs’ giving ‘rise to a high demand for community facilities for general use, including statutory services provision, and also to meet the needs of a wide range of voluntary sector, particularly ethnic and religious groups’. Proposal for demolition of existing scout hut would constitute loss of vital community facilities and create shortage of voluntary sector provision, which is already in short supply.  

Policy CF3 – Protection of Community Facilities requires Council to resist the loss of a community use falling within the D1 use class ‘unless the facility is appropriately replaced, or adequate compensation is made for its loss, or unless both the site and any buildings are unsuitable for

redevelopment for community uses’. The Council and the applicant has made no efforts to communicate with the current users let alone provide appropriate replacement or offer any compensation to them. On these grounds, consistent with the policy justification Council must resist this application and refuse permission.

In Strategic / National Policy Context (paragraph 11.3.2) Local Authorities are required to consider ‘the relationship of planning policies to social needs - including their impact on groups such as ethnic minorities, religious groups, elderly and disabled people, women….etc’. According to this planning policy guidance (Note 12 Development plans) Council clearly has duty to consider social needs and detrimental impact on community groups when determining this application.  

There is strong opposition from the large community of users of the site, local residents and St. Luke’s to the application due to the loss of community provision. Council’s policies applicable to community facilities alone strongly justify REFUSAL of this application. Accordingly, my Ward Councillor colleagues and I strongly object to the application and urge that the application is refused. 

In my view the way forward would be for the Council to work closely with both 8th Kenton Scout Group and St. Luke’s with the view of providing short and long term security and enhancement of the facilities and services provided by these organisations. Both organisations offer excellent value to the communities in Brent and Harrow which need to be supported.      

Yours Sincerely,
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LONDON




Cllr Navin Shah

Leader of Labour Group – Harrow Council 

Ward Councillor for Kenton East - Harrow 

Copies:

Members of Planning Committee – Brent Council

Chairman - 8th Kenton Scouts Group

Chairman and Chief Executive - St. Luke’s Hospice

Cllrs Green and Foulds – Kenton East ward Councillors
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