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Cllr Paul Lorber






6th September 2007 

Leader of the Council

Brent Council

Brent House

Wembley

Middlesex

HA9 9HD

Dear Cllr Lorber,

CLOCK COTTAGE AND THE 8th KENTON SCOUT GROUP SITES

I am writing to you in my capacity as a Ward councillor for Kenton East (Harrow ), which is located on the border of Brent and Harrow. I have been contacted by the residents of my Ward as well as residents of other parts of Harrow and active members of the 8th Kenton Scout Group in respect of the planning application (Ref: 07/2042) to develop the site occupied for the last 51 years by the 8th Kenton Scout Group and in active use by a range of other community organisations. In addition, my ward colleagues and I have also received a petition signed by 78 residents from Harrow and Brent asking for our support to stop the ‘proposed demolition’ of the existing Scouts building. I’ve written to the Planning Services registering strong objections to the planning application. A copy of my letter is attached for your information.

I have met the Chair and Chief Executive of St Luke’s Hospice who have confirmed their immediate interest in the Clock Cottage site and a long-term interest in the site occupied by the Scout Group. As you probably know St Luke’s is fully supportive of the 8th Kenton Scout Group and their long-term viability. My understanding is that St Luke’s would not acquire the site until the Council finds a suitable permanent ‘home’ for the 8th Kenton Scout Group and the many other community organizations, which currently use the site. 

I think it is deplorable that the planning application was progressed for Council land without any prior consultations with either the 8th Kenton Scout Group or St Luke’s Hospice.   The Council’s actions are a kick in the teeth to leading organizations providing valuable services to the young, elderly and most vulnerable in our community.  

A sensible and responsible way forward would be for the Council/Applicant to withdraw the planning application forthwith and undertake negotiations with the 8th Kenton Scout Group and St Luke’s Hospice with the view of securing and enhancing the future of the existing uses and the current users of this site. St Luke’s clearly have aspirations to develop their services on the two sites. Similarly the 8th Kenton Scout Group require that their future is assured so as to be able to continue to provide the facilities and services they provide with their partner organisations. 

I understand that the Clock Cottage site is on the agenda for the Executive meeting on 11th September. I would urge the Executive to take the right and responsible decision, namely, to withdraw the application and agree on a strategy to enable St Luke’s Hospice and 8th Kenton Scouts to continue to thrive.  

Yours sincerely,
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LONDON




Cllr Navin Shah

Leader of Labour Group – Harrow Council 

Copies:

Members of Executive – Brent Council

Cllr Ann John – Leader of Brent Labour Group

Chairman – the 8th Kenton Scouts Group

Chairman and Chief Executive - St. Luke’s Hospice

Cllrs Green and Foulds – Kenton East Ward councilors
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